
1982

1985
Foundation of national prevention

programm

First (Illegal) distribution of clean syringes
at Platzspitz Zürich «needle park»

First documented AIDS 
related death
in Switzerland

(Toxoplasmosis)

1988

Foundation of «Swiss HIV 
Cohort Study» (SHCS)

Highest AIDS incidence
rate in Europe 

(7.6/100.000) (due to
drug scene)

2008

The Swiss statement:
Patients taking ART with suppressed 

viral load are not infectious

2012
Last perinatal transmission 

registered in SHCS

HIV in Switzerland
– past and present

Dr. med. univ. Kai-Manuel Adam

Division of Infectious diseases 

and Hospital Epidemiology

University Hospital Basel

Petersgraben 4

CH - 4031 Basel

Email: Kai-Manuel.adam@usb.ch

Today 16.600 people with HIV living in Switzerland
(Incidence 2017: 5.2/100.000)

New infections by gender

male female Unknown gender

Incidence has declined over the years, however the decline was mainly in the pre-ART 
period (prevention). HIV-testing has increased steadily in all population groups (small box)

Populations at risk – Transmissions groups (1986 – 2016)
After a decline of IDU and an increase of proportion of MSM among new diagnoses, the
proportions seem stable in recent years

2012
82 – 91 – 97

N = 13.500 – 12.300 – 11.900

Estimated number of people
living with HIV: 16.500*

PrEP
Not covered by health insurance, no generica of TDF/FTC in Switzerland
available (But possible to order online)

First advertising of the
«Stop AIDS» campaign, 
1986

«Without? Without me.». Advertising 1990

HIV Status of children born to HIV pos. mothers

Exchange of old vs. new syringes at Platzspitz 
Zürich, 1990

2018
90 – 96 – 98

N = 15.000 – 14.400 – 13.900

Estimated number of people
living with HIV: 16.600* 

90 – 90 – 90 ?

European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control, 2018

European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control, 2018

*Discrepancy of estimated number of People living
with HIV between 2012 and 2018

No. of HIV-tests in screening centers


